Smart Fair Ideas and Websites

1.  Explore number systems from other cultures and create a matching exercise.

2.  Create sets of tangrams and have participants match your tangram figures.

3.  Teach participants to make an origami animal.

4.  Create a geometric jigsaw type puzzle.

5.  Adapt a set of optical illusions and try to trick the participants.

6.  Create logic puzzles with laminated boards so that participants can manipulate answers

7.  Adapt a classic puzzle like David Copperfield’s Orient Express or the bucket problem to the theme.

8.  Play toothpick or coin games 

9.  Have participants build a tower meeting certain requirements like height within a specified                  time.

10.  Create a series of magic squares or other similar puzzles and laminate them for multiple use.

11.  Create decoder wheels and have participants decode secret messages.

12.  Create a maze.

13.  Adapt a classic board or card game. 
14.  Tracing complex geometric shapes without lifting the marker

15.  Adapt puzzles from interactive computer puzzles

16.  Recreate a visual game and add some change to fit your theme such as Traffic Jam or Twister.

17.  Fold a paper airplane that will fly a specific distance.

18.  Play a concentration game using words and pictures
19.  Have students spell as many words using letter tiles given

Web Resources

http://www.mathfair.com/puzzles.html  puzzles on two levels
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html  wealth of interactive puzzles
http://www.cs.uidaho.edu/~casey931/conway/games.html  Games that Interest

http://themathlab.com/  games used in class plus many more
http://mathforum.org/alejandre/numerals.html  math from other cultures
http://www.aimsedu.org/Puzzle/index.html  a collection of puzzles

http://www.trottermath.net/mathcalc/calpok.html  calculator poker

http://www.cs.uidaho.edu/~casey931/conway/welter.html  sample game

http://www.madras.fife.sch.uk/maths/games/set/index.html  mathematical game of Sets

http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/School_Bell/Math/Games_and_Puzzles/  lists of ideas
http://www.math.com/students/wonders/origami.html  origami ideas
http://figurethis.org/challenges/challenge_index.htm  challenge questions

http://www.math.com/students/puzzles/puzzleapps.html  classic manipulative games

http://orion.math.iastate.edu/danwell/MathNight/ppg.html  easy to adapt games

http://www.madras.fife.sch.uk/maths/games/  lists of possible activities

http://www.cut-the-knot.org/games.shtml  on-line interactive games that could be adapted
http://www.galileo.org/math/puzzles.html  30 + games and quotes 
